Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE POSS DUPE 

PAGE 01 BONN 02865 192129Z 

20 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 IO-ll ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 L-03 

CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 

DODE-OO PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /080W 

030480 

R 191800Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6595 
INFO AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BONN 02865 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF GOVERNMENT BILL ON LABOR MANAGEMENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BONN 02865 192129Z 

CODETERMINATION (MITBESTIMMUNG) 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


REF: (A) BONN 20182; (B) BONN 201 14; (C) BONN 19388; 

(D) BONN 00644 

1 . THE AMENDED GOVERNMENT BILL ON CODETERMINATION HAS 
BEEN APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE BUNDESTAG LABOR AND 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AND NOW IS SCHEDULED FOR 
FINAL DEBATE IN A PLENUM SESSION OF THE BUNDESTAG ON 
MARCH 18. 

2. AS ANTICIPATED IN REF (A), THE OPPOSITON CDU/CSU 
PARTIES PROPOSED A NUMBER OF REVISIONS WHICH WERE RE- 
JECTED BY THE MAJORITY SPD AND FDP MEMBERS. 

3. THE MINORITY TRADE UNION CDU MEMBERS OF THE LABOR 
AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE NORBERT BLUEM, ADOLF MUELLER 
(REMSCHEID) AND OTTO ZINK-ALSO PROPOSED AMENDING THE 
BLL TO DUPLICATE THE PROVISIONS OF THE EXISTING LEGIS- 
LATION IN THE COAL AND STEEL INDUSTRY. THIS WAS A 
POLITICAL MOVE TO EMBARRASS THE SPD FACTION WHICH HAD 
ACCEPTED THE FDP DEMANDS FOR AMENDING THE BLL AT THE 
EXPENSE OF PREVIOUS SPD COMMITMENTS TO THE DGB UNIONS. 
SPD COMMITTEE MEMBERS REACTED BY COMMENTING THAT THIS 
WAS JUST A LAST MINUTE ATTEMPT OF SOME MEMBERS OF THE 
CDU/CSU TO BECOME IDENTIFIED WITH THE INEVITABLE 
PASSAGE OF THE BLL. 

4. COMMENT: THE OPPOSITION CDU/CSU WILL CONTINUE TO 
SUPPORT IN PRINCIPLE BUT CRITICIZE THE DETAILED PRO- 
VISIONS OF THE BILL AND MAY TRY AGAIN IN THE FNAL 
PLENUM SESSIONS TO MAKE SOME SPECIFIC AMENDMENTS. 
HOWEVER, AS NDICATED IN REF (A), THE BILL WILL PRO- 
BABLY BE APPROVED WITHIN THE NEXT TWO OR THREE MONTHS. 
HILLENBRAND 
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